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Joseph A. Conforti, PHD 
Dr. Joseph A. Conforti is Distinguished Professor of American and New England Studies 
Emeritus at University of Southern Maine in Portland. He is a 1963 alumnus of Durfee High 
School. Dr. Conforti received a Bachelor's Degree in History, cum laude, from Springfield 
College, a Master's in American History, and a Doctorate in American Civilization, both 
from Brown University. He taught History and English at Rhode Island College for ten years 
and then became the founding director of Southern Maine's graduate program in·American 
and New England Studies. He is the recipient of numerous awards, including two book 
awards; the Richard Beale Davis Prize for the best essay on early American literature; the 
Constance Carlson Public Humanities Prize from the Maine Humanities Council; the Neal 
Allen History Award from the Maine Historical Society; and four grants from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. Dr. Conforti is the author of nearly fifty scholarly articles, 
book chapters, and book reviews. He has published seven books on New England cultural 
and religious history, ranging from the 17th to the 20th centuries. Most recently he has 
authored two books on Fall River: 

Another City upon a Hill: A New England Memoir, about growing up in the city in the 
1950s and '60s, and Lizzie Borden on Trial: Murder, Ethnicity, and Gender, which 
offers new perspectives on the famous episode. 

Ronald Alan Schwartz, MD 
Dr. Schwartz is a 1952 graduate of Durfee High School; he received his medical 
degree from the Boston University School of Medicine and completed his residency 
in Internal Medicine at the U.S. Naval Hospital in St. Albans, N.Y., where he was Chief 
Resident. Dr. Schwartz specializes in Internal Medicine with a focus on Geriatric 
Medicine and is on the medical staff at Charlton Memorial Hospital. 

For more than 25 years, Dr. Schwartz served as a clinical instructor and assistant 
professor at Alpert Medical School at Brown University in Providence, R.I., and served 
as preceptor for third- and fourth-year medical students in Community Health. He 
received the Distinguished Teacher Award at the university.Dr. Schwartz is board 
certified in Internal Medicine with added qualifications in Geriatric Medicine. He is a 
member of the American College of Physicians, the American Medical Association 
and the Massachusetts Medical Society. 

Dr. Schwartz Biography continued on page 4 
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B M C Durfee High School. fall River Mass 
DEDICATCD JUNt JS 1887 

Raise our praises high to Durfee, 

Alma Mater dear. 

Tow'ring high beside the river, 

Radiant beacon clear. 

God preserve for Alma Mater, 

Standards staunch and true. 

High aloft we'll lift her banner 

Bright with Durfee's hue. 

Love and praise we render ever, 

Voices raised on high. 

Loud we sing ofDurfee's glory, 

• To the earth apd sky.
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